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Non-Irrigated Grain Sorghum in NC KS
KFMA Enterprise Records: Years 2012-2017

Years 2012 - 2016 Year 2017

Number of Farms 63 farms 50 farms

Yield /acre 91.7 bu/ac 89.6 bu/ac

Gross Income /acre $314 /ac $259 /ac

Variable Cost /acre $225 /ac $197 /ac

Total Expense /acre $320 /ac $287 /ac

Gross Income /bushel $4.20 /bu $3.60 /bu

Total Expense /bushel $4.28 /bu $3.99 /bu



Non-Irrigated Grain Sorghum in NC KS
Sorghum Sales & Other Revenues

2012-2016
$/Bu

2012-2016 
$/Acre

2017 
$/Bu

2017 
$/Acre

Sorghum Sales $3.78 /bu $282 /ac $3.20 /bu $230 /ac

Other Income $0.43 /bu $32 /ac $0.40 /bu $29 /ac

Total Income $4.20 /bu $314 /ac $3.60 /bu $259 /ac

Non-Irrigated Grain Sorghum in NC KS
Variable, Fixed, & Total Costs

2012-2016
$/Bu

2012-2016 
$/Acre

2017 
$/Bu

2017 
$/Acre

Variable Costs $3.00 /bu $225 /ac $2.73 /bu $197 /ac

Fixed Costs $1.28 /bu $96 /ac $1.26 /bu $91 /ac

Total Costs $4.28 /bu $320 /ac $3.99 /bu $287 /ac



Non-Irrigated Grain Sorghum in NC KS
Total Costs & Net Returns

2012-2016
$/Bu

2012-2016 
$/Acre

2017 
$/Bu

2017 
$/Acre

Total Costs $4.28 /bu $320 /ac $3.99 /bu $287 /ac

Net Returns to 
Management ($0.07) /bu ($6) /ac ($0.39) /bu ($28) /ac

Net Returns to 
Labor + Mgmt +$0.46 /bu +$34 /ac +$0.16 /bu +$12 /ac

Non-Irrigated Sorghum
North Central KS

2012-2016
$/Bu

2012-2016 
$/Acre

2017 
$/Bu

2017 
$/Acre

Sorghum Sales $3.78 /bu $282 /ac $3.20 /bu $230 /ac

Other Income $0.43 /bu $32 /ac $0.40 /bu $29 /ac

Total Income $4.20 /bu $314 /ac $3.60 /bu $259 /ac

Variable Cost $3.00 /bu $225 /ac $2.73 /bu $197 /ac

Fixed Cost $1.28 /bu $96 /ac $1.26 /bu $91 /ac

Total Cost $4.28 /bu $320 /ac $3.99 /bu $287 /ac

Net Return to Mgmt ($0.07) /bu ($6)/ac ($0.39) /bu ($28)/ac

Net Return to Labor+Mgmt +$0.46 /bu +$34 /ac +$0.16 /bu +$12 /ac



Grain Sorghum Markets

MAR 2019
$3.79 ¼            
2/6/2018

$3.79



Grain Sorghum Cash & Corn Futures $’s
Salina, KS Local Elevators – February 6, 2019
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U.S. Sorghum & Corn Stocks

• Grain Sorghum: “Tighter” Stocks & % Stx/Use than Corn

o End Stocks 2018/19  39 Mln bu (15 - 55 mb since 2008/09)

o % Stocks/Use 2018/19  10.8% S/U (vs 9.6% & 6.8% last 2 years)

• Corn: “Moderate” Stocks & % Stx/Use

o End Stocks 2018/19  1.781 bln bu (Trending lower)

o % Stocks/Use 2018/19  11.85% S/U (Trending lower)



U.S. Sorghum Acreage

U.S. Sorghum Yields
USDA 2019 USDA Forecast = 67.3 bu/ac



U.S. Sorghum Crop & Supplies

Forecast 2019???
U.S. Sorghum Production 

325-350 mln bu



U.S. Sorghum Exports – Weekly thru January 31, 2019



U.S. Sorghum Use – By Category

U.S. Sorghum Use – By Category



U.S. Feedgrain % Stocks/Use  vs Price$



World Feedgrain Supply-Demand Trends
MY 2007/08 thru “Current” MY 2018/19 

SorghumU.S. $ vs World-Less-China Feedgrain % S/U
MY 1973/74 thru “Current” MY 2018/19

U.S. Sorghum Prices are

$1.75 /bu lower vs Stks/Use

(LESS ethanol expansion)



Questions?

Daniel O’Brien – Extension Ag Economist

Blog:   www.ksugrains.wordpress.com

KSUGrains on Twitter & Facebook

www.AgManager.info


