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Overview

•KFMA Data

•Efficiency Estimation

•Survey Update
•Survey Results
•Q & A



KFMA Data

• Individual/on‐farm data

• Enterprise Data

• State Profit Thirds

Year Sells 
Calves

Sells 
Feeders

Total 
Firms

2018 95 79 174

2019 73 74 147

2020 72 111 183

2020 Sells Calves Sells Feeders
n= 72 n=111

Variable Mean Std. Dev.  Mean Std. Dev. 
Number of Cows per 
Farm

132.8 94.1 155.1 125.9

Gross Income per Cowa 791.4 156.7 937.6 151.8
Feed Costs per Cowa 499.6 133.1 639.2 129.8
Labor Costs per Cowa 22.4 35.3 25.2 33.2
Utilities and Fuel per 
Cowa 29.2 17.8 31.3 21.2

Veterinary Expenses per 
Cowa 37.6 23.1 55.0 29.9

Net Income per Cowa ‐129.1 213.0 ‐192.6 282.7
a variable is in unit of dollars per cow



• Relative Efficiency

• 1 = Efficient

• State Profit Thirds –

• Feed and Labor is where 
producers should focus.

Efficiency Results

But you already knew that… so…

Cow‐Calf Management Survey

•KFMA members

•300+ responses in 2018 (first survey)
•200+ responses in 2019
•66 responses in 2020 



Summary by REGION
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Calving Months
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Estrous Length/Cycles
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Herd Breed
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Individual Identification
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Identification Method ‐Cows
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Breeding Program
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Open Heifer Management
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Failed Soundness Exam Management

27

1 0 1

38

0 0 0

14

0 1 0
0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Sell Retain - Same Season Retain - Different
Season

Other

R
es

p
on

d
en

ts
 I

n
d

ic
at

in
g 

M
et

h
od

East Central West



Bull Selection Criteria
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Female Replacement Acquisition 
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Profit Group Appearance by Region
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Calving Season by Market Weight
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Calving Months by Marketing Group
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Estrous Length/Cycles by Marketing Weight
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Herd Composition by Marketing Weight
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Individual Identification by Market Weight
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Identification Method ‐Cows
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Breeding Program by Market Weight
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Female Replacement Acquisition 

30

11 10

1

44

13 13

3

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

Raised Sale Barn Private Treaty Seedstock

R
es

p
on

d
en

ts
 U

ti
li

zi
n

g 
A

q
u

is
it

io
n

 
M

et
h

od

Calves Feeders

Dehorning
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Feed Bunk Familiarity  
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Summary by HERD SIZE



Overall Herd Size
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Respiratory Vaccines
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Dehorning
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Feed Bunk Familiarity  
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Full Feed Hay & Supplement Length
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Cool Season Pasture Length
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Warm Season Pasture Length
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Wheat Pasture Length
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Cover Crops Grazing Length
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Other Temporary Pasture Grazing Length
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Profit Thirds by Herd Size
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Summary by PROFIT  THIRDS

Weaned Prior to Market by Profit Group
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Respiratory Vaccines by Profit Group
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Parasite Treatment
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Dehorning
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Feed Bunk Familiarity  
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Full Feed Hay & Supplement Length
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Warm Season Pasture Length
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Wheat Pasture Length
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Cover Crops Grazing Length
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Other Temporary Pasture Grazing Length
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Questions?

Thank you. 
Hannah E. Shear, hshear@okstate.edu
Dustin L. Pendell, dpendell@kstate.edu

Kevin Herbel, Kansas State University


