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 U.S. Selected Exports, Trade and Transportation  
Wheat, Corn, Grain Sorghum and Soybean Complex 

8th April 2021 

 
KSU Agriculture Today Podcast Link: https://agtodayksu.libsyn.com/starter-fertilizer-management-

for-corninternational-grain-market-update  

KSU Ag Manager Link: https://www.agmanager.info/grain-marketing/publications/us-grain-exports-and-trade  

USDA Transportation Report: https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/transportation-analysis/gtr    

USDA FAS Historical Grain Shipments:   https://apps.fas.usda.gov/export-sales/wkHistData.htm, 
https://apps.fas.usda.gov/export-sales/complete.htm     

 This summary is based on reports for the period 26th March to 1st April 2021  
 Outstanding Export Sales (Unshipped Balances) on 1st April 2021 
 Export Shipments in Current Marketing Year 
 Daily Sales Reported 26th March to 1st April 2021  

 

 



 

2 

 US Corn Exporters rack up monstrous volumes on their way to record  

Braun - Reuters News 07-Apr-2021 06:30:00 PM - By Karen Braun 

The opinions expressed here are those of the author, a market analyst for Reuters. 

Market participants have patiently awaited a boost in U.S. corn exports to match the 
record yearly expectation, but the wait is officially over as recent shipments have 
blown past nearly every benchmark. 

U.S. corn exports in February hit 6.3 million tonnes (248 million bushels) according to 
official census data published on Wednesday. That tops 2008’s record for the month 
by 17% and is the largest monthly volume since July 2018. 

January corn exports had missed the month’s all-time high by a handful of cargoes, 
and the December volume was the biggest in 13 years. That marked a much-needed 
reversal from the average export pace observed in the first quarter of 2020-21 that 
began on September 1st. 

 
Weekly export data suggests that March shipments reached an all-time monthly 
record by a long shot, likely topping 9 million tonnes. The largest-ever volume is 7.75 
million tonnes set in May 2018, and the March high is 6.7 million from 2017. 
(https://tmsnrt.rs/3sY2Dos) 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture sees 2020-21 corn exports at a record 66 million 
tonnes (2.6 billion bushels), though the agency will have a chance to update that in its 
monthly report on Friday, and many analysts believe the number must go up. 

That expected increase, along with the record annual prediction, is largely driven by 
unusually strong sales to China. Through March 25, China had booked 23.2 million 
tonnes of U.S. corn for the 2020-21 year. The prior high for U.S. corn exports to China 
was 5.15 million in 2011-12. 

In the first half of 2020-21, U.S. corn shipments to China reached 7.1 million tonnes, 
leaving a lot of work for exporters in the second half. However, export inspection data 
implies that the March volume to China likely topped December 2020’s all-time high of 
1.53 million tonnes. 

U.S. corn exports last month were not huge just because of China, which is important 
since nearly two-thirds of all sales on the books are destined for other countries. 

China accounted for roughly 19% of all corn inspected for export in March, implying 
more than 7 million tonnes may have been shipped to other destinations. There are 
only four other months on record where corn exports to countries other than China 
topped that mark. Non-China exports were also anomalously high in February. 

A strong second quarter means the pressure is not as high on the second half of 
2020-21, but stronger volumes are still needed. Assuming March came in at just over 
9 million tonnes, corn shipments in the remaining five months would need to average 
about 5.8 million tonnes each. 

Historically, that is very doable as it is far short of 2018’s average of 7 million tonnes 
for that period. However, if USDA should raise exports to 2.8 billion bushels, for 
example, that would require a million more tonnes per month between April and 
August, still below 2018’s record. 

Through March 25th, U.S. corn sales for 2020-21 totaled 99.5% of USDA’s full-year 
target, well above typical levels and supportive of analysts’ theory that the agency 
must raise the forecast. 

There are concerns that cancellations or rollovers to the next marketing year could be 
larger than normal due to the huge level of commitments. It is a bit too early to know 
how much that might factor in, but it is important to remember that USDA’s projection 
reflects the expected amount of exports and not necessarily the sales on the books. 

https://fingfx.thomsonreuters.com/gfx/ce/jznpnadjdvl/us_exp_corn_2_feb21.png  

(karen.braun@thomsonreuters.com; Reuters Messaging: 
karen.braun.thomsonreuters.net@reuters.com ; Twitter: https://twitter.com/kannbwx) ) 

(c) Copyright Thomson Reuters 2021. Click For Restrictions - 
https://agency.reuters.com/en/copyright.html  
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 Export Sales 

For the week ending the 25th of March, unshipped balances of wheat, corn, and 
soybeans totaled 43.3 mmts. This was 3% lower than last week, but still represented a 
significant increase in outstanding sales from the same time last year.  

- Net corn export sales were 0.797 mmts, down 82% from the past week.  
- Net soybean export sales were 0.106 mmts, down 4% from the previous week.  
- Net wheat export sales were 0.250 mmts, down 27% from the previous week.  

 

 Export Shipments  

  

 

 

 
For the week ending the 1st of April, 38 oceangoing grain vessels were loaded in the 
Gulf, 41% more than the same period last year. Within the next 10 days (starting the 
2nd of April 2021), 45 vessels were expected to be loaded, 5% more than the same 
period last year.  
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As of the 1st of April the rate for shipping a metric ton of grain from the U.S. Gulf to 
Japan was $61.50/mt. This was unchanged from the previous week.  

The rate from the Pacific Northwest to Japan was $36.00/mt, unchanged from the 
previous week. 

 

 First-Quarter 2021 Grain Inspections Rebound From a Year Ago 

Inspections of grain from all U.S. ports increased 50% from first quarter 2020 to first 
quarter 2021 (y/o/y), to a record 40 mmts, according to USDA’s FGIS.  

Higher corn and soybean inspections drove the year-to-year increase in total grain 
inspections. Also, total inspections in each of the major export regions increased from 
y/o/y. First-quarter 2021 inspections marked a 31% increase from the 5-year average.  

Overall, grain inspections increased mainly because of rising demand from Asia and 
Latin America.  

Breakdowns by Region  

U.S. Gulf - At 23 mmts, first-quarter 2021 grain inspections at U.S. Gulf ports were up 
34% from the 5-year average and up 51% year to year. Also, U.S. Gulf corn 
inspections were up 97%, and soybean inspections were up 52%. Total U.S. Gulf 
wheat inspections decreased 53%, as a result of sizeable drops in shipments to Africa 
and Latin America. These drop-offs were due likely to stiff competition from Russian 
and Canadian wheat in the last few years.  

The rise in grain inspections is also reflected in first-quarter rail deliveries of grain to 
U.S. ports, which increased 89%. Barge movements of grain to the U.S. Gulf through 
the locking sections of the Mississippi, Ohio, and Arkansas Rivers were also up 
significantly.  

 
PNW - At 11 mmts, first-quarter grain inspections in PNW ports were up 25% from the 
5-year average and up 67% year to year. Higher PNW inspections were also reflected 
in a 49-percent rise in first-quarter rail deliveries of grain to PNW ports. PNW corn 
inspections increased over 194%, and soybean increased over 89%, because of 
higher demand from Asia. PNW first-quarter wheat inspections, however, were 
unchanged.  

Atlantic and Great Lakes - At a record-high 1.7 mmts, first-quarter grain inspections 
for Atlantic and Great Lakes ports were up 171% from the 5-year average and up 
285% from year to year. These large increases mainly reflected higher soybean 
inspections and record-large wheat inspections. Total grain inspections in the Atlantic 
and Great Lakes increased primarily to Asian destinations. 

Interior - At 4.2 mmts, first-quarter grain inspections in the Interior were up 25% from 
the 5-year average and up 9% from year to year. At 3.1 mmts, Interior shipments of 
grain to Mexico were up 83%. Inspections of corn rose 16%, and soybeans and wheat 
rose 3% each. 

 

Breakdowns by Commodity 

Corn - At 18.8 mmts first-quarter 2021 corn inspections were up 55% from the 5-year 
average and up 95% from y/o/y. About 90% of first-quarter 2021 total corn shipments 
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were destined to Asia and Latin America. First quarter U.S. Gulf corn inspections 
increased 97%, and PNW corn inspections jumped 194%. 

Rising demand for grain from China and other Asian countries have boosted U.S. corn 
exports. 

 
Soybeans - At 15.4 mmts, total first-quarter soybean inspections were up 25% from 
the 5-year average and up 55% from y/o/y. First-quarter soybean inspections in the 
U.S. Gulf jumped 52% and jumped 89% in PNW. At 7.6 mmts, soybeans inspected for 
export to China were up 143%. 

Wheat - At 5.4 mmts, first-quarter wheat inspections were 6% below the 5-year 
average and down 21% from year to year. U.S. wheat inspections decreased mainly 
because of the 53% drop in the US Gulf, which resulted from lower African demand; 
primarily, from Nigeria. Interior and Atlantic-Great Lakes wheat inspections rose y/o/y. 

Market Outlook - According to the March issue of USDA’s World Agricultural Supply 
and Demand Estimates (WASDE), the corn, wheat, and soybeans exports forecast for 
marketing year (MY) 2020/21 are unchanged from their numbers in the February 
WASDE. From MY 2019/20, U.S. corn exports are projected to rise 47%; wheat 
exports are projected to increase 2% from MY 2019/20; and soybean exports are 
projected to rise 34%. Cumulative (shipped) marketing year-to-date export sales of 
corn and soybeans are well above the year-to-date sales for MY 2019/20. Cumulative 
year-to-date export sales of wheat are unchanged from MY 2019/20  

 

 

 

 

 Container Export Shipments 2020 
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 Wheat Export Shipments & Sales  

Net sales of 82,000 mts for 2020/2021--a 
marketing-year low--were down 67% from the 
previous week and 75% from the prior 4-week 
average.  Increases primarily for South Korea 
(49,300 mts, including 45,000 mts switched 
from unknown destinations and decreases of 
3,900 mts), the Philippines (29,300 mts), 
Japan (28,900 mts), Mexico (23,500 mts, 
including decreases of 3,900 mts), and 
Panama (19,300 mts), were offset by 
reductions primarily for China (56,700 mts), 
unknown destinations (50,000 mts), and El 
Salvador (7,500 mts).  For 2021/2022, net 
sales of 529,900 mts were primarily for China 
(260,000 mts), unknown destinations (154,600 
mts), South Korea (83,000 mts), Honduras 
(15,000 mts), and the Dominican Republic 
(12,500 mts).   

Exports of 634,200 mts were up noticeably 
from the previous week and up 23% from the 
prior 4-week average.  The destinations were 
primarily to China (200,300 mts), Mexico 
(129,100 mts), South Korea (123,400 mts), the 
Philippines (57,200 mts), and Ecuador (29,500 
mts).   

Optional Origin Sales:  For 2020/2021, new 
optional origin sales of 29,000 mts were 
reported for Spain.  The current outstanding 
balance of 29,000 mts is for Spain.  

 

 Rice Export Shipments & Sales  

Net sales of 44,000 mts for 2020/2021 were down 21% from the previous week and 
30% from the prior 4-week average.  Increases were primarily for Haiti (14,500 mts), 
Panama (9,700 mts), Mexico (6,800 mts), Canada (3,200 mts), and Jordan (3,100 
mts).   

Exports of 30,700 mts were down 51% from the previous week and 45% from the prior 
4-week average.  The destinations were primarily to Mexico (15,300 mts), Saudi 
Arabia (3,300 mts), Canada (2,700 mts), Jordan (1,800 mts), and South Korea (1,600 
mts). 
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 Barley Export Shipments & Sales  

Net sales of 200 mts for 2020/2021 were up 97% from the previous week, but down 
noticeably from the prior 4-week average.  Increases were for Taiwan (200 mts).   

Exports of 500 mts were up 24% from the previous week and 52% from the prior 4-
week average.  The destinations were primarily to Canada (300 mts) and Taiwan (200 
mts).  
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 Corn Export Shipments & Sales  

Net sales of 757,000 mts for 2020/2021 were down 5% from the 
previous week and 54% from the prior 4-week average.  Increases 
primarily for Japan (285,300 mts, including 135,300 mts switched 
from unknown destinations and decreases of 2,900 mts), South 
Korea (247,600 mts, including decreases of 20,200 mts), Colombia 
(122,200 mts, including 50,000 mts switched from unknown 
destinations and decreases of 8,700 mts), China (99,000 mts, 
including  70,000 mts switched from unknown destinations), and 
Mexico (67,700 mts, including decreases of 10,000 mts), were 
offset by reductions primarily for unknown destinations (164,800 
mts).  For 2021/2022, net sales of 50,000 mts reported for Mexico 
(90,000 mts) and Guatemala (10,000 mts), were offset by 
reductions for unknown destinations (50,000 mts).   

Exports of 2,053,400 mts were up 4% from the previous week and 
6% from the prior 4-week average.  The destinations were primarily 
to China (578,500 mts), Mexico (473,600 mts), Japan (366,100 
mts), South Korea (242,500 mts), and Colombia (120,400 mts).  

Optional Origin Sales:  For 2020/2021, options were exercised to 
export 202,000 mts to South Korea from the United States.  
Options were exercised to export 56,100 mts to China from other 
than the United States.   

Decreases totaling 4,800 mts were reported for China.   

The current outstanding balance of 567,800 mts is for South Korea 
(282,000 mts), unknown destinations (244,500 mts), the Ukraine 
(32,400 mts), and China (8,900 mts).  . 

 

 Grain Sorghum Export Shipments & Sales  

Net sales reductions of 500 mts for 2020/2021 were down noticeably from the 
previous week and from the prior 4-week average.  Increases for China (54,500 mts, 
including decreases of 3,300 mts), were offset by reductions for unknown destinations 
(55,000 mts).   

Exports of 165,700 mts were down 46% from the previous week and 16% from the 
prior 4-week average.  The destination was primarily to China (165,600 mts)..  

 

 Beef Export Shipments & Sales  

Net sales of 18,200 mts reported for 2021 were down 3% from the previous week and 
14% from the prior 4-week average.  Increases primarily for South Korea (9,100 mts, 
including decreases of 700 mts), Japan (4,200 mts, including decreases of 400 mts), 
China (1,900 mts, including decreases of 100 mts), Mexico (1,300 mts, including 

decreases of 100 mts), and Taiwan (700 mts, including decreases of 100 mts), were 
offset by reductions primarily for the Philippines (300 mts) and Vietnam (100 mts).   

Exports of 18,800 mts were up 1% from the previous week and 4% from the prior 4-
week average.  The destinations were primarily to South Korea (6,500 mts), Japan 
(4,700 mts), China (3,200 mts), Mexico (1,100 mts), and Taiwan (1,000 mts).  

 Pork Export Shipments & Sales  

Net sales of 33,400 mts reported for 2021 were down 45% from the previous week 
and 22% from the prior 4-week average.  Increases were primarily for Mexico (23,000 
mts, including decreases of 500 mts), Japan (3,400 mts, including decreases of 300 
mts), Australia (1,600 mts, including decreases of 100 mts), China (1,200 mts, 
including decreases of 1,000 mts), and South Korea (1,200 mts, including decreases 
of 400 mts).   

Exports of 38,400 mts were down 5% from the previous week and 3% from the prior 4-
week average.  The destinations were primarily to China (13,400 mts), Mexico (7,800 
mts), Japan (5,400 mts), South Korea (3,300 mts), and the Philippines (1,700 mts).  
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 Soybeans, Oil and Meal Export Shipments & Sales  

Soybeans: Net sales reductions 92,500 mts for 2020/2021--a 
marketing-year low--were down noticeably from the previous 
week and from the prior 4-week average.  Increases primarily 
for Egypt (66,200 mts, including 65,000 mts switched from 
unknown destinations and decreases of 2,500 mts), Japan 
(40,700 mts, including 8,800 mts switched from unknown 
destinations), Indonesia (21,100 mts, including decreases of 
200 mts), Mexico (13,200 mts, including decreases of 900 
mts), and Saudi Arabia (10,400 mts, including 9,500 mts 
switched from unknown destinations), were offset by 
reductions primarily for China (216,100 mts).  For 2021/2022, 
net sales of 338,600 mts were reported for China (264,000 
mts), Taiwan (65,000 mts), Mexico (10,000 mts), and Thailand 
(300 mts), were offset by reductions for Japan (700 mts).   

Exports of 345,200 mts--a marketing-year low--were down 
25% from the previous week and 37% from the prior 4-week 
average.  The destinations were primarily to Egypt (119,200 
mts), Mexico (76,500 mts), Costa Rica (27,100 mts), 
Indonesia (26,100 mts), and Taiwan (18,500 mts).  

Exports for Own Account:  For 2020/2021, the current exports 
for own account outstanding balance is 5,800 mts, all Canada.  

Soybean Oil: Net sales of 15,700 mts for 2020/2021 were up 
noticeably from the previous week and up 53% from the prior 
4-week average.  Increases primarily for South Korea (15,000 
mts), Mexico (700 mts), and the Dominican Republic (500 
mts), were offset by reductions for Colombia (500 mts).   

Exports of 7,200 mts were down 32% from the previous week 
and 69% from the prior 4-week average.  The destinations 
were primarily to South Korea (5,300 mts), Mexico (1,200 
mts), and Canada (700 mts). 

Soybean Cake and Meal: 

Net sales of 127,700 mts for 2020/2021 were down 9% from the previous week and 
36% from the prior 4-week average.  Increases primarily for Mexico (40,900 mts), 
Canada (39,300 mts, including decreases of 700 mts), Colombia (16,800 mts, 
including decreases of 2,700 mts), Japan (8,500 mts), and Belgium (5,900 mts), were 
offset by reductions for El Salvador (5,100 mts) and Jamaica (4,400 mts).  For 
2021/2022, net sales of 4,800 mts were primarily for Mexico.   

Exports of 249,600 mts were down 3% from the previous week and 1% from the prior 
4-week average.  The destinations were primarily to the Philippines (43,100 mts), 
Mexico (35,100 mts), Canada (34,000 mts), the Dominican Republic (32,000 mts), and 
Colombia (27,600 mts). 
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 Barge Movements  

  
  

 

For the week ending the 3rd of April, barge grain 
movements totaled 776,008 tons. This was 9% lower 
than the previous week and 51% higher than the 
same period last year.  

For the week ending the 3rd of April, 497 grain barges 
moved down river, 29 barges fewer than the previous 
week.  

There were 699 grain barges unloaded in New 
Orleans, 12% more than the previous week.  
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 Rail Movements  

 
U.S. Class I railroads originated 24,532 grain carloads during the week ending the 27th 
of March. This was a 10% decrease from the previous week, 10% more than last year, 
and 8% more than the 3-year average.  

The average April shuttle secondary railcar bids/offers (per car) were $204 above tariff 
for the week ending April 1. This was $186 more than last week and $248 more than 
this week last year. There were no non-shuttle bids/offers this week.  
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 Diesel Fuel Prices   

  
 

For the week ending the 5th of April, the U.S. average diesel fuel price decreased 1.7 
cents from the previous week to $3.144 per gallon, 59.6 cents above the same week 
last year.  

 

 


