
Agricultural Economics

End-User Perspectives
1. DOMESTIC RETAIL (GROCERY-STORES)

2. DOMESTIC FOOD SERVICE (RESTAURANTS)

3. EXPORTS
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Shift to At-Home: Mid-March thru April

https://www.agmanager.info/livestock-meat/meat-
demand/monthly-meat-demand-monitor-survey-data/meat-
demand-monitor-coronavirus

https://www.agmanager.info/livestock-meat/meat-demand/monthly-meat-demand-monitor-survey-data/meat-demand-monitor-coronavirus
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Where’s my Meat?
COVID-19 Meat Shortages Could Last for Months. Here's What to Know 

Before Your Next Grocery Shopping Trip

https://time.com/5830178/meat-shortages-coronavirus/

https://www.agmanager.info/livestock-
meat/marketing-extension-bulletins/trade-
and-demand/meat-availability-and-shortages

https://time.com/5830178/meat-shortages-coronavirus/
https://www.agmanager.info/livestock-meat/marketing-extension-bulletins/trade-and-demand/meat-availability-and-shortages
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Where’s my Meat?

https://www.agmanager.info/livestock-meat/meat-
demand/monthly-meat-demand-monitor-survey-data/meat-
demand-monitor-coronavirus

https://www.agmanager.info/livestock-meat/meat-demand/monthly-meat-demand-monitor-survey-data/meat-demand-monitor-coronavirus


Agricultural Economics

Many consumers entered May “ready”

https://www.agmanager.info/livestock-meat/meat-
demand/monthly-meat-demand-monitor-survey-data/meat-
demand-monitor-coronavirus

https://www.agmanager.info/livestock-meat/meat-demand/monthly-meat-demand-monitor-survey-data/meat-demand-monitor-coronavirus
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You can have your pork & export it too!

2009-2019 Pork Volumes:
• US Production: +20% 
• Domestic Consumption: +11% (+4% per capita)
• Exports: +54% 

• “NOT ALL PORK IS EQUAL”

https://twitter.com/TonsorGlynn/status/1267792065255149568

https://twitter.com/TonsorGlynn/status/1267792065255149568
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Share of Pork Primals Exported

Additionally 2% 
of 2019 
production was 
exported as 
boxed 
carcasses, 
mainly to China 

Source: USMEF 2019 estimates https://www.usmef.org/news-
statistics/member-news-archive/guide-to-major-destinations-for-u-s-pork-
and-beef-cuts-variety-meat/

Northern 
Asia

32% Butt
10% Loin

Northern Asia 33%
Leg/Ham

Mexico, 
Canada,

South 
America

13% Rib 6% Belly
Latin America, 

China
Northern Asia60%

Picnic

Northern Asia, 
South America, 

Mexico, 
Canada

https://www.usmef.org/news-statistics/member-news-archive/guide-to-major-destinations-for-u-s-pork-and-beef-cuts-variety-meat/
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The majority of edible pork variety 
meats are exported

Northern and 
Southeast Asia

Feet, Snout, 
Ears, Tail

Tongue, Heart, Liver, 
Kidney

Northern and 
Southeast Asia

Stomach, Bladder, 
Uterus

Mexico

Variety meat 
exports equated 
to 8.7 pounds per 
head in 2019

And value of 
$8.00 per head

China/HK        
& Mexico 
accounted for 
over 80% of total 
U.S. pork variety 
meat exports in 
2019

Feet are the top 
item to China/HK, 
accounting for  
32% of 2019 total 
U.S. pork variety 
meat export 
volume

Source: USMEF 2019 estimates https://www.usmef.org/news-
statistics/member-news-archive/guide-to-major-destinations-for-u-s-pork-
and-beef-cuts-variety-meat/

https://www.usmef.org/news-statistics/member-news-archive/guide-to-major-destinations-for-u-s-pork-and-beef-cuts-variety-meat/


Agricultural Economics

Will Meat Demand Weaken ? / TBD!

https://www.agmanager.info/livestock-meat/meat-
demand/monthly-meat-demand-monitor-survey-data/meat-
demand-monitor-coronavirus

WTP Lower 
for Those 
Expecting 

Worse

https://www.agmanager.info/livestock-meat/meat-demand/monthly-meat-demand-monitor-survey-data/meat-demand-monitor-coronavirus
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Will Meat Demand Weaken ? / TBD!

• Renewed resident appreciation of food supply?

• Expanded comfort with at-home cooking & product use? 

• Will food (meat) share of expenditures grow? 

Projected 2020 Domestic Beef & 
Pork Consumption STILL > 2018! 
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More information available at:

This presentation will be available in PDF format at:

http://www.agmanager.info/about/contributors/individual/tonsor.asp

Glynn T. Tonsor

Professor

Dept. of Agricultural Economics

Kansas State University

Email: gtonsor@ksu.edu

Twitter: @TonsorGlynn
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