Overview

+ What are Sportspersons Looking
for?

* Types of Hunting Leases
* Fee structure

* Hunting Lease Document
» Liability

+ Wildlife Management

* Other Opportunities

K-STATE

Research and Extension




Total Wildlife-Related Recreation

Participants s 103.7 million

JEBIDECHITTES 50000000000 000000060000 $156.9 billion

Sportspersons

ilotaliparticipants S 39.6 million
ANGIETS: bz ot eec e s e shin sFie e s 35.8 million
JETNE s 0.0 000 066 000000000 0000000 11.5 million

Totaldays. ..................oon. 643 million
Fishing......................... 459 million
JSRITHTNTA oo i o e 16 o H o6 08 1 e 184 million

Total expenditures . ................. $81.0 billion
Y% . oo oo opo0000000m00m0an0a 46.1 billion
Hunting ........................ 26.2 billion
Unspecified ..................... 8.7 billion

Wildlife Watchers

Total participants** . .. ........... ... 86.0 million
FAroundithelhom c - 81.1 million
AWayHTomihOmEeFr T Rr P r e e 23.7 million

iTotallexpenditires IR E e e e $75.9 billion

* 7.7 million both fished and hunted.

** 18.8 million wildlife watched both around the home and away
from home.

Expenditures by Sportspersons
(Total expenditures: $81.0 billion)

Other
10%
Equipment $7.8 billion
52%
$42.3 billion
— Trip-related
38%
$30.9 billion

K-STATE
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Land Leased for Hunting & Fishing

Table 33. Land Owned or Leased for the Primary Purpose of Fishing or Hunting: 2016

(Population 16 ycars old and older. Numbers in thousands)

Fishing and hunting

* 979,000 Sportspersons

Number

LAND OWNERSHIP

Sportspersons Owning Land

Total sportspersons . .
Anglers ...
Hunters

Acres Owned

Total acres owned . ..
Acres for fishing . ..
Acres for hunting. .

Expenditures for Land Owned

B

For fishing. . ...
For hunting

LAND LEASING
Sportspersons Leasing Land
Total sportsperson:

Anglers
Hunters

Acres Leased

Total acres leased. .. .
Acres for fishing . . .
Actes for hunting. . .

Expenditures for Land Leased

Total expenditures. . .
For fishing. .
For hunting .

 ~137 Million Acres
= e $2.4 Billion

162,019
20,545
141474

2,845,975
*1,298,078
1,547,897

136,833

130,581

e K-STATE

Note: Detail does not add to total because of multiple responses.

2016 FWS S .
trvey Research and Extension




What are Hunters Looking For?

» Less competition from other hunters

* Abundant game densities

* Atmosphere in which they feel welcome
« Safety

« Convenience or locations close to home
» Potential trophy qualities of game

» Convenient, comfortable & dependable
lodging

K-STATE
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Types of Hunting Leases — Non-Fee

* Non-Fee Access or Exchange of LANDOWNER CARD PLEDGE TO THE LANDOWNER
Services e '
- Not everyone can afford to pay i
*  Many are willing to donate time in
exchange for access
. SPORTSMAN’S CARD
*  Expectations need to be very clear egien
» Benefits from allowing hunters ———
*  Reduced property damage by wildlife “_"”’“"“W e et way. e
. Good W|I| |n the Commun|ty Slgzlalmc(da!e)W REPORT ALL VIOLATIONS, CALL OPERATION GAME THIEF

K:-STATE
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Types of Hunting Leases — Fee

* Lease Hunting * Hunting Preserve (Controlled
» Selling property access rights to Shooting Area)

harvest wild game on privatt.a.land Acreage of land owned or leased
* May or may not include additional where pen-reared gamebirds are

services
. Guided Hunts relegsed for the purposes of
) hunting
* Lodging _ . -
«  Meals + Typically include additional
« Year-round, Seasonal, Day Hunt services
with or without guide *  Guided Hunts
*  Meals

* Bird Cleaning

P K-STATE
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$$% What can you charge? $$$

* Determined by

Species present and included

» Big Game, Waterfowl! or Upland
Wildlife

* Quality of animals present

» Abundance of target species
* Quality of habitat
 Demand in your area

» Services Provided
*  Access only
* Lodging
*  Meals
e Guided Hunts

Research and Extension




Hunting lease agreement

* Important elements

* Legal description and map

. Area under consideration is clearly
delineated

. Any areas of the property where activities

are not allowed need to be delineated, too...

*  Hunting rights
. When
. What Species
. What Methods of Take

* Consideration
. Rate
. When is payment due?
. How should payment be remitted?

Appendix 2. Example Hunting Lease Agreement

‘THE STATE OF (state); COUNTY OF {county).
KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:

s Hunting Lease Agreementis made by and berween

Thi (Landowner) hereinafier
called "LESSOR, and (Hunters), hércina e called “LESSEES”

[The name and address group ot
Hsted. A bunting club, other
recreational group.|

o LESSOR doc sy e o LESSEES, o the puposc of i (epcky g ke
s and

e e e ot S o et ooy, ok
[1n adaition i
s to the ‘buildings, and pastures. The

lessee may be glven s mapor a tour to point out boundaries o the leased property.|

The tm ofthis lease is or the (year) (game animals) hunting scason, which scason is
seheduled to begin on or sbeutthe _day of (menth) aad eading on or about (month, year).

3. The consideration i to be paid by LESSEE 1o LESSOR at __ Cousty, (state), is S(amount)
in cash, ons-halfof the folal to be paid on o befor (day, month, year). and the balsnse to be paid on oF
bt (e, ey, o ey the o e sl ompon et
Iease and th amount already paid

4.1 the event any Buates poying consideraiion for tis ease fuls o execute the same, then those
such.
v individual mermber of the party.
bligaticn I @ the leate teminate
5 10 the entre group and al rights granted hercunde forfeited.

5L that the i nd
prposes and,comequenly,akes i L
afany oil, that
i o et L ESGES a1 RSO vt o st e gt s o
ne will not unduly inerfers with the other,

6 LESSEES shll kst proprcare af he e prpery e owss, andall ter
 shall be lisble for LESSOR for

livestoek, ences, o property of LESSOR e t the activities of LESSEES or thei guests cxercising

privileges under his leas.

71
premises 1o be i waive any r o secover from
LESSOR i i losated therean.

8 LESSEES agrec o protect, defend, indermniy, and save LESSOR hamnless from any and all

Ay clie, s <o of o of vy in,nd chater, thout i Wiowt sgnd to
of partc

fuver of (1) persan mha

McEowen 2022 Elements of a hunting use agreement B

Hunting lease agreement

* Important elements (continued
* Improvements

permission of Lessees. The sbove indemaity shall spply even if LESSOR'S sole negligence i the cause of

Such accident, injury, or damages.

0,161

conditions hereof, then such

s Lease snd a forf LESSOR of all
nis

Inthe eventa

the partics

. . ot et
. Can the lessee develop roads, construct dwellings, install Fe g e et

permanent hunting blinds, improve wildlife habitat, install food

plots, or feeders?

. Is the landlord expected to develop roads, construct dwellings,
install permanent hunting blinds, improve wildlife habitat install i

and maintain food plots, or feeders?

*  Prohibited Uses

road driving, hunting with dogs, night hunting, etc. Lesson

« Insurance Coverage

. Who is responsible for maintaining liability coverage?

. What needs to be covered?

. Don’t assume that existing policies will cover — non-farm or

ranch business exclusions

[Examples of Optional Clauses]

Requirernént o ke sccurate rcords of al ganns taken snd provide tis infommation o the
andowner ot the end of the scasan.
2. Restrictions on the following activities:
a Limit usc of dogs on
Limit usc of -wheel drive vehicles, o limit use 10 existing roads
& Limitovernight camping o fires o the property
4

ry. o liit fo cestain trmes and arcas

3. Landowner may reseve the ght 1 hunt on hts o 424, o perhgs aliow thei iy and

4. Lessees may be

chuting bk e ook Pl ey b e el elcement

may be permitied

ree stands, or fed:

permiid o omove tese Sl Upon eminaton o he Fese, provied, o b ce sand el be
consinucted in & manaer that damages any of fh trees ocated on the prope
oty e o pHE 1o us of e roperty, Thi an Lnlde checle at the
landowner's house, wriien notics,or phoning in dvance.
7 Permission of landowne for lessee o assign or sublet the leased rights.

. Anything you don’t want to allow needs to be clear — e.g. off- e

EXECUTED this dayof

L

(month),

tyear)

LESSEES:

L

B

B

4

4

B

B

Usiversiy.

McEowen 2022 Elements of a hunting use agreement

Reference: Loe, C. and FR. Henderson, eds. 1995. Privare Lands IWldlJfe Management Kansos State




Hunting lease agreement

* Important elements (continued)
» Responsibilities of both parties
* Remedies for breach of responsibilities
* Termination

* Optional clauses

*  Harvest quotas — maximum number of individuals of a
species that can be harvested

|||||

LESSOR: LESSEES:

*  Earn-a-buck or requirement that XX number of R _

antlerless deer be harvested for each buck taken
«  Harvest records ;
e Limit number of guests R T———

s

McEowen 2022 Elements of a hunting use agreement 2

Landowner Liability

« Kansas Liability Laws

» Landowner owes a duty of reasonable care for
all lawful entrants

* Landlord not responsible for injuries to third
party in case of land occupied by a tenant (with
exceptions)

K:-STATE

Research and Extension




Landowner Liability

* Recreational Use Statute

» Extends liability protection to landowners who make their property

available for recreational use
* Intended to encourage access to private land

» Recreational use includes hunting, fishing, camping, hiking and related
activities

* Ag landowners may charge a fee for recreational use of agricultural
land and still be protected from liability, with the exception of willful or
malicious neglect

K-STATE

McEowen 2022 Elements of a hunting use agreement Research and Extension

Landowner Liability

* Manage Risk

* Maximize safety

* Clean up hazards around property

* Limit the number of guests

* Have guests sign a release form

» Discuss and clearly identify property boundaries
« Liability Insurance

Policy purchased in addition to existing farm liability policy -

* Insurance companies that specialize in recreational insurance for
landowners

K:-STATE

McEowen 2022 Elements of a hunting use agreement Research and Extension




Recreational Use Insurance

* Primary purpose is to provide for your defense when determining
if a claim is legitimate

+ Some options in addition to main farm insurance providers:

Insurance Services For

Outdoor Recreation

UNDERWRITERS L1

Ouldlodh, Insubhance
SIMPLIFIED.

K-STATE

Research and Extension

Wildlife Management

» Carrying capacity (number of individuals of a species) of the

landscape determined by availability and quality of habitat for that
species

» Habitat: Food, Cover, Water and Space required by a species

K:-STATE

3 O[] .
Credit: Gourley et al. Research and Extension




Increasing Wildlife

* Increase Recruitment Rates
* Increase juvenile survival
* Improve Cover
* Increase reproduction
* Improve body condition by providing food
« Stock more wildlife
» Decrease Death Rates

* Manage harvest
* Reduce predation

*  Usually best accomplished by improving cover, rather than killing

predators

K-STATE

Research and Extension

How many can we harvest???

Quail * Deer

* Generally, harvest no more than  How many acres do you
40-60% of the fall population manage”?

* Quail cannot be stockpiled * White-tailed or Mule deer?

* Annual turnover rate may exceed * Trophy or minimum book
70% scores?

» |deally — collect young:adult ratio « Current population status?
in harvest to monitor recruitment .

Natural mortality high or low?
Buck:Doe Ratio?

K:-STATE

Research and Extension




Walk-In Hunting Access (WIHA)

KDWP Leases Hunting Rights for Public Access
Specific Dates

September 1 — January 31
November 1 — January 31
March 1— May 31

Specific Regulations

*  Foot traffic only ‘

No field trials ' :
No target practice w I H H
Only for hunters Walk In Hunting Access
No night hunting with lights, night vision or thermals

Can add additional restrictions — No firearms deer, archery and shotshell only

K-STATE

Hunters must check in for limited number of spots
Research and Extension

5 X

b 3

Walk-In Hunting Access (WIHA)

Landowners immune from damages or injuries from ordinary
negligence

Signage maintained by KDWP
Patrolled by KDWP Law Enforcement
80 Acres Minimum Enroliment

Payment rate depends on: w I H H-

Length of access period Walk In Hunting Access
Habitat quality for the county

Wildlife abundance
Size of property

« At least one tract =2 200 acres K' STATE

Research and Extension

5 X

&




2022-2023 WIHA Acreage
o] ] W
w | | o ‘ » [ a | ™

| —
[ w Jﬁ «| . | o™ l .
[ | | - L~

N s 0 =
| ; ‘ ~|_4 | - v u

s s = e o [ - 0 o
‘WIHA‘&EW Is d ﬁtm IOO/A Kansas Counties
tandard: 0 $9.! cre Total A

mm:"m: e Incentive: Uppto $13.00/Acre " rn-sznon

andar ; . 4532.000001 - 13008.000000

ncentive Urban Incentive: Up to 518..001Acre I 13006.000001 - 26275.000000 iSibinacia
[ lumnienve  *Rates are dependant upon habitat quality and other factors I 26275.000001 - 49811000000 1,121,458 acres

K-STATE
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Summary

» Strong demand for access to private property for recreational use

 Hunters are looking for a recreational experience where they feel safe,
welcome, and have abundant opportunities to experience nature

* Alease is an agreement between the property owner and a recreational
user for the right to hunt, and may or may not include a fee or additional
services

» The value of the hunting rights depends on the quality of wildlife habitat,
which determines the potential to produce game; the quantity of game on
the property; the quality of game on the property; species present and
included in the lease; demand for hunting rights in the area, and additional
services provided

» Lease agreements should be detailed legal documents that spell out all of

the expectations and responsibilities of both parties.
K-STATE

Research and Extension




Summary continued

Kansas law provides liability protection to landowners who make
their property available for recreational use

Liability insurance for recreational use is still strongly encouraged!

Wildlife management is important for maximizing the present and
continued value of the hunting rights and wildlife resources present
on a property

WIHA may be a better option for some landowners

K-STATE

Research and Extension

Questions?

Drew Ricketts
785-307-3831
arickett@ksu.edu

www.wildlife . ksu.edu

YouTube: KSRE Wildlife Management (@ksrewildlife)
Facebook: KSRE Wildlife Management (@ksrewildlife)

K:-STATE
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