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Key U.S. Ag Issues in 2026 2

U.S. Domestic & Foreign 
S-D + Geopolitics



Ag Commodity Issues in 2026
1) High Demand for Grain Storage 

 post-2025 Large Stocks of Corn, Soybeans, Wheat

2) U.S. Crop Exports Outlook 

 Corn++, Soybeans?, Wheat - ?, Sorghum?,  (U.S. Dollar?)

3) U.S. Crop Domestic Use Outlook  FSI / Biofuels, Feed

4) U.S. Planting intentions – Corn vs Soybeans 

 Prospective Plantings 3/31/2026, Acreage 6/30/2026
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Ag Commodity Issues in 2026 …
5) U.S. Grain Transportation – Mississippi River System 

 Current “Low Water” on the Mississippi River System

6) U.S. Grain Transportation – Railroad Mergers

 Union Pacific x Norfolk Southern (response of BNSF?)

7) U.S. – China Trade & Geopolitics  U.S. Soybeans, Taiwan?

8) U.S. – Russia / Ukraine Geopolitics 

 Russia Wheat exports, energy trade, Ukraine ag exports
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Ag Commodity Issues in 2026 … …
9) U.S. – NATO/EU Ag Trade & Geopolitics 

 EU Deforestation Trade Issues, SAF biofuels, Ukraine-Russian,    

Greenland Artic Control (U.S. / Denmark), …….

10) USMC Trade – Mandated 2026 Review in July 2026 

 Importance of Canada, Mexico & U.S. Trade – Ag & other

11) “New” Monroe Doctrine for the Western Hemisphere 

 Venezuela, Latin America, Mexico, Canada
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Trade Issues RE: U.S. Tariffs Update

 Legal actions testing legality of “reciprocal” U.S. Tariffs against 

Countries for non-trade factors – Supreme Court decision due***

 Retaliatory Tariffs vs the U.S. – Can they be expected?

Other Protective Actions by Countries – Anticipated 

protection against U.S. “geo-political leverage” ***  Will happen

What is a “good” or “Optimal Tariff” – Is it better to have “1 

country-wide tariff” or on specific items? Anti-dumping / China



Corn Markets 7
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Daily Nearby Corn – MAR26

$4.23 ¾ /bu, Friday 1/20/2026

Source: Commodity View, Barchart.com

$4.23 ¾  
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$7.99   
$8.49

$8.24 ½  

$4.50 $4.54 $4.74 
$5.18 ¾ 

$4.23 ¾   
$3.92 $3.85 

$3.09$3.15 $3.18 $3.02

$1.94
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USDA WASDE 
Forecast on 

January 12, 2026

$4.10 /bu

Season Avg Price
in “New Crop” 
MY 2025/26
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vs 97.3 mln acres 
August 12, 2025 WASDE
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Sorghum Markets 41
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USDA WASDE 
Forecast on 

January 12, 2026

$3.70 /bu

Season Avg Price
in “New Crop” 
MY 2025/26
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Wheat Markets 56
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Source: Commodity View, Barchart.com

Daily Nearby CME Wheat – MAR26
$5.22 ½ /bu, Tuesday 1/20/2026 

$5.22 ½ 
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$13.95 $13.79 ¼  

$9.46 ½ 

$6.26

$7.46 ¼   

$4.55 ¼    
$3.81 

$5.03  
$5.22 ¼   
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Soybean Markets 83
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Daily Nearby Soybeans – MAR26
$10.57 ¼ /bu, Tuesday 1/20/2026

Source: Commodity View, Barchart.com

$10.57 ¼    
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$16.36 ¾  

$17.71 ¼ $17.59 ¼ 

$11.86 ¼ 

$10.58 ½      

$9.47 

$7.91 $7.76 ¼  

$4.98 ½ 
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USDA WASDE 
Forecast on 

January 12, 2026

$10.20 /bu

Season Avg Price
in “Next” 

MY 2025/26
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vs 80.9 mln acres 
August 12, 2025 USDA
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U.S. & Global Weather 114
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Crop Insurance Prices 2026 120
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Closing Perspectives 125

Questions?

Daniel O’Brien – Extension Ag Economist

Blog:   www.ksugrains.wordpress.com

KSUGrains on Twitter

www.AgManager.info


